Audition Requirements

Requirements for YCO, YSE, and WMC: (auditions are held in May and August)

Those students auditioning should be prepared to:


Sight read


Play a three-octave scale


Play 2 minutes of your best piece

Violinists auditioning for Youth Chamber Orchestra should be playing at the level of the Vivaldi Concertos in Book IV to Book V in the Suzuki Method, violists and cellists at the level of Book IV.

Violinists auditioning for the Youth String Ensemble should be playing at the level of Book VI in the Suzuki Method, violists and cellists in Book V.

Students auditioning for Wasatch Mountain Camerata should be playing at the level of late Book VII and Book VIII or above for violin, and Book VI and above for viola and cello.  Some musicians have already been placed in this orchestra, because they were selected during the YACP auditions in the spring.

Requirements for those students who want to join YACP:
 (auditions are held in May for the following school year)

        1.  Students must be at least 10th graders by the fall of the following school year.  (There will be a few 9th grade exceptions, particularly for violas, cellos, and basses.) Violin players must be at the level of the end of Suzuki Book 8, and have done the equivalent of one of the Mozart Concertos.  Viola and cello players must be at the end of the Suzuki Books (or the equivalent).         


 2.  They must commit to consistent attendance at rehearsals and  performances.  Rehearsals are Monday afternoons from 3:30-5:30.  They also wear the “concert black” uniform and must practice the YACP music on their own.


 3.  For the audition, students should plan to play about 5 minutes with Jack Ashton, who conducts the auditions.  He has specified that he will be looking for the following:

· About 2 minutes of a concerto showing the technical level at which the student can play.

· Shifting easily and correctly through 5 positions

· Producing vibrato easily and widely

· A beautiful, full sound

· Candidates should be astute at counting and sight reading.

· A 3 octave scale played in legato 16th notes, 4 to a bow, at the speed of 72-90= ¼ note.  Also, the scale played with spicatto bowing.

· Strong bowing skill in martale, detache, and spicatto style.  


 4.  We will have a quartet at the audition-each student will “play in” with a quartet, and             be graded on blending and sight-reading in an ensemble.

